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Masuri GS1 Anti-Trust

Numeroase companii utilizatoare ale Sistemului GS1 se aflda in concurenta unele cu celelalte.
Concurenta este atat orizontald, cat si verticala. Aceasta inseamna ca fiecare activitate a GS1
trebuie masurata in functie de legile anti-concurentiale prevalente care interzic asocieri si
conspiratii care impun restrictii comertului, monopoluri si incercari de monopolizare, precum si
actiuni sau practici neloiale sau frauduloase. Acestea sunt foarte cuprinzitoare. Incélcirile legilor
anti-concurentiale pot duce la incetarea activitatii, sentinte cu daune mari, amenzi usturatoare si
chiar inchisoare.

Respectarea stricta a legilor anti-concurentiale este si a fost intotdeauna politica GS1. GS1 acorda o
atentie maxima nu numai neincalcarii, ci chiar si suspiciunii unei posibile Tncalcari.

O actiune, care poate parea nevinovata luatd de sine statator, poate fi considerata de catre
organele de supraveghere anti-concurentiald ca facand parte dintr-o suitda de activitati care
fmpreuna constituie o incalcare anti-concurentiala. De aceea, participantii la comitete GS1, grupe
de lucru sau alte organisme similare trebuie sa constientezeze intotdeauna ca scopul comitetului
sau grupei este de a spori capacitatea tuturor membrilor, indiferent de industrie, de a concura mai
eficient si mai efectiv pentru a asigura o valoare mai mare consumatorului sau utilizatorului final.
Totusi, deoarece activitatea GS1 implica aproape intotdeauna cooperarea competitorilor, trebuie
manifestata o prudentd maxima pentru a se asigura conformitatea cu legile anti-concurentiale.

Aceasta inseamna:

e Participarea trebuie sa fie voluntara, iar neparticiparea nu trebuie folosita pentru a penaliza
compania;

e Nu trebuie sa fie purtate nici un fel de discutii referitoare la preturi, impartirea clientilor
sau produselor, boicoturi, refuzuri de relatii comerciale sau cote de piat3;

e Daca vreun participant considera ca grupul se indreapta spre discutii nepermise, topicul
trebuie oprit pana la consultarea consiliului si obtinerea opiniei acestuia;

e intalnirile trebuie guvernate de o agend3 pregititd in avans, iar dupa terminarea sedintei
trebuie intocmita o minuta a acesteia. Dupa caz, agendele si minutele trebuie revazute de
consiliu Thainte de a fi circulate;

e Testele si culegerile de date trebuie guvernate de protocoale dezvoltate prin consultarea
consiliului si monitorizate de acesta;

e Recomanddrile emise de un comitet GS1 sau grup de lucru sunt doar recomandari.
Companiile individuale sunt libere sa ia propriile decizii independente, competitive;

e Orice standarde dezvoltate trebuie sa fie standarde voluntare.

Aprobat de Comitetul Director in 7 februarie 2002
Inclus in Regulamentul de organizare si functionare al GS1 Romania (Capitolul IX) conform deciziei Adundrii Generale din noiembrie 2005
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GS1 Antitrust Caution

Many of the user companies of the GS1 System compete with each other. The competition is both
horizontal and vertical. This means that every activity of GS1 must be measured against the
prevailing anti-trust laws which proscribe combinations and conspiracies in restraint of trade,
monopolies and attempts to monopolize, and unfair or deceptive acts or practices. These are very
broad. Violations of the anti-trust laws can result in injunctions, treble damage judgements, heavy
fines, and even imprisonment.

Strict compliance with the anti-trust laws is and always has been the policy of the GS1. GS1
exercises extreme care to avoid not only violation, but anything that might raise even a suspicion of
possible violation.

An action, seemingly innocent when taken by itself, may be viewed by anti-trust enforcers as part
of a pattern of activity which constitutes an anti-trust violation. Therefore, participants on GS1
committees, task forces, work groups, task groups, or other similar bodies, must always remember
the purpose of the committee, task force, or work group is to enhance the ability of all industry
members to compete more efficiently and effectively to provide better value to the consumer or
end user. However, because GS1 activity almost always involves the cooperation of competitors,
great care must be taken to assure compliance with the anti-trust laws.

This means:

e  Participation must be voluntary, and failure to participate shall not be used to penalize
any company.

e There shall be no discussion of prices, allocation of customers or products, boycotts,
refusals to deal, or market share.

e If any participant believes the group is drifting toward impermissible discussion, the topic
shall be tabled until the opinion of counsel can be obtained.

e Meetings shall be governed by an agenda prepared in advance, and recorded by minutes
prepared promptly after the meeting. Agendas, where appropriate, and minutes are to be
reviewed by counsel before they are circulated.

e Tests or data collection shall be governed by protocols developed in consultation with
and monitored by counsel.

e The recommendations coming out of a GS1 committee, task force, work group or task
group are just that. Individual companies remain free to make independent, competitive
decisions.

e Any standards developed must be voluntary standards.

Approved by the Management Board on 7 February 2002
Included in the Organizational Guidelines of GS1 Romania (Chapter IX) according to the decision of the General Assembly — Nov. 2005



